
Parish Council Minutes 

        January 21, 2021, 6:30 pm via Zoom 

 

Present:  Bob Ostrowski, Father Steve Brice, Ginny Williams, Vern Schroth, Katy Czerwinski, Bill 

Fehrenbach (Chair for the evening), Nicole Smith, Deacon Rick Letto, Chet Przybylski, Joanna Slattery, 

Susan Zach (secretary). 

Excused: Paul Peterson, Imelda Horvath 

I. Opening Prayer – Video of Father Donovan’s prayer at the Inauguration of President Biden 

Care for the common good, with malice toward none… 

 

II. Introduction of two new Council members – Welcome! 

Katy Czerwinski - clinical lab sciences major at UWSP, lifelong member of Newman and Holy 

Spirit Parishes, university representative on the Parish Council 

 

Nicole Smith – mother of an 11-year old, actively involved in Faith Formation’s Edge program for 

Middle School students. 

 

III. December 2020 minutes approved as written. 

 

IV. Proposal to add an Environmental Stewardship Sub-committee to the Social Justice 

Committee at HS 

A. Why would a Catholic Church be involved in environmental issues? 

To answer that question, Susan put together a long list of quotes from our church leadership 

since Vatican II on the relationship between our social teachings and the care for our 

environment and natural world. These quotes are posted on the Social Justice link on our 

parish webpage. They include messages, beginning with Pope St. Paul VI in 1965, from 

World Days of Prayer and encyclicals, including Pope Francis’ most recent Laudato Sí and 

Fratelli Tutti. Also included are strong statements from the US Conference of Catholic 

Bishops on the relevance of caring for our common home in light of the Gospels. 

 

Discussion centered on divisions that this topic might create in our parish (Bob). As an 

example, Father Steve mentioned the farmers he got to know in Loyal who were opposed to 

environmental causes for fear of possible restrictions imposed on their farming practices 

and loss of income. 

 

In addressing parishioners among us who question the relationship of religion to the 

environment, it is important to emphasize the basis for our church’s involvement in religion 

rather than solely in science (Bob). 

 

In light of our church’s teachings, we should not run away from addressing environmental 

problems. Instead, we should accept people where they are at, attempt to dialogue. This 



body of church teaching on the environment is good background for when we dialogue 

(Joanna). 

 

If parish members want to get involved in these issues, they will. Go ahead and “test drive” 

some activities as see where they go (Ginny). 

 

Among our parishioners, there are many different interests and points of view. Not every 

committee will attract everyone. Let’s see how the seed grows (Dave). 

 

The environment is suffering, and we can see evidence of this. There is too much emphasis 

on making a buck (Vern.) 

 

What the sub-committee will be trying to do is bring awareness and dialogue to 

environmental issues in light of our call as Christians to care for all of God’s creation. Our 

social teachings affect all aspects of who we are as Catholics. The sub-committee will listen 

and take the barometer of the Parish and where we are at (Rick). 

 

Our role as a parish will be to dialogue and increase awareness of the problems and 

solutions from the perspective of church teaching. What parishioners decide to do on their 

own about these problems is their choice. (Nicole). 

 

The Book of Genesis shows us that care for God’s creation is our responsibility (Katy). 

 

We are called to care for our environment, planet (Chet). 

 

B. Review of the present organizational chart and role of each 

Father Steve described the large number of committees in our parish and the possibilities 

they provide for so many to become actively involved in parish life. 

The goal is for us to become more of a parishioner-led rather than a staff-led parish. 

 

Through the work of Father Steve and others, we are enabling more gifts and energy to flow 

through the parish (Bill). 

 

The Social Justice Committee is large, with 17-18 members, and there arose the need to 

branch off into sub-committees in order to address identified needs. This approach allows 

the committee as a whole to take action and accomplish more. According to our structure, 

actions need to come back to the committee for approval and guidance. “Many more oars in 

the water help keep us going straight” (Rick). 

 

C. The Parish Council reached a consensus to support the establishment of the Environmental 

Stewardship Sub-committee at Holy Spirit Parish. 

 

V. Building Renovation Project 

A. Status of contracted work (Father Steve) 



Renovation work in the church has moved along well, with church painting the last 

major project remaining. 

B. Selection of paint scheme for the Church (Chet, member of Sacred Worship) 

Sacred Worship Committee will decide on this after input from parishioners. Painting in 

the church will start right after Easter, April 4. It will take an estimated three months to 

complete, including time to set up scaffolding and fix all the plaster. 

 

Council members viewed photos of the church in three color schemes.  

 

The three options are all pretty much neutral colors and look the same (Bob). The cross 

in the center needs to “pop out.” Will the gold leafing remain on arches and in choir loft 

as it looks good? (Bob). It appears that stenciling will replace the gold leaf.  

 

Carpeting in the sanctuary will be replaced but not in the rest of the church. No work on 

the pews is scheduled. 

 

VI. Next Council meeting February 18, 2021 at 6:30 pm on Zoom (6:00 pm for informal 

conversation). 

 

VII. Closing prayer and adjourn, 8:10 pm. 

 

With concerns such as Covid, the environment, and racial injustice, we need to talk with 

each other and find common ground based on our faith in Christ.  


